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Syllabus 

 
The object of this course is to provide the political science student an opportunity to learn 
the methods of political science by conducting primary research projects.  The plan for 
the course includes no lecture-based examinations and no term papers, and relies instead 
on a number of student-designed primary data research projects to assess the students’ 
understanding of the various research methods used in political science.  These projects 
will cover the following methodologies: 
 
1. Ethnography; 
2. Closed-ended survey; 
3. Open-ended survey; 
4. Direct behavioral observation; 
5. Historical analysis; and 
6. In-depth interviewing. 
 
To frame these various projects, we will also read several texts considered to be at the 
foundation of the scientific study of political and social behavior: Politics, by Aristotle; 
The Prince, by Machiavelli; An Enquiry into Human Understanding, by Hume; and The 
Theory of Social and Economic Behavior, by Weber.  In addition to these works, the text 
for the course will be Empirical Political Analysis, by Mannheim et al., and we will read 
The Vice Lords, by Keiser.  
 
Any student with special instructional needs is requested to discuss those needs with me 
at the student’s earliest convenience.     
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Projects and Grading 

 
In order to experience the social science methodologies to be covered in this course, the 
student can expect to be engaged in two major projects and an assortment of homework 
assignments. 
 
Projects (45 points) 
 
1. The student will complete an ethnography of some small, informal group.  (15 

points) 
2. The student will complete a group research project designed and conducted in 

class. (30 points) 
 
Methodology Homework Assignments (25 points) 
 
1. The student will design and conduct a closed-ended survey. (5 points) 
2. The student will design and conduct an open-ended survey. (5 points) 
3. The student will design and conduct a direct behavioral observation study. (5 

points) 
4. The student will design and conduct a project using historical data. (5 points) 
5. The student will analyze the results of an experimental study in political behavior. 

(5 points) 
 
Reading and Discussion (30 points) 
 
1. The Vice Lords, by Keiser. (5 points) 
2. Politics, by Aristotle. (5 points) 
3. The Prince, by Machiavelli. (5 points) 
4. An Enquiry into Human Understanding, by Hume. (5 points) 
5. The Theory of Social and Economic Behavior, by Weber. (5 points) 
6. “The House Appropriations Committee,” by Fenno. (5 points)  
 


