POLS 300: SYMPOSIUM IN POLITICS (POLITICS OF HARRY POTTER)
Spring 2016
Tuesday/Thursday 3:30 — 4:45pm
BSB 140

INSTRUCTOR:

Dr. Katharine M. Floros

BSB 1170B

phone: 312-996-8778

email: kmfloros@uic.edu

office hours: Tuesday/Thursday, 2:00-3:00

TEACHING ASSISTANTS

Mr. Michael Dirksen Ms. Dianne Selden

BSB 1105 BSB 1109

email: Michael.c.dirksen@gmail.com email: dselde2@uic.edu

office hours: Monday, 12:30-2:30 office hours: T/R, 3-3:30, 4:45-5:00

COURSE CONTENT:

During this course, we will use the magical world of Harry Potter to explore political concepts in
the Muggle world.

EVALUATION (3 cr):

10% Participation
e Students are expected to attend class every day, having read the assigned readings.
Lateness and absences will lose House points for a student’s house while quality
participation will gain House points. Each’s House’s points will be converted into an
overall participation grade which all members of the House will receive.

20% Dueling Club (Debates x2)

e Each House will participate in two (2) debates, one on the affirmative side, and the other
on the negative side. Because there are so many students in each House, students will
only participate actively in one debate; however, all students are expected to help prepare
statements and rebuttals regardless of whether they are active in the debate or not.

e Grades will be determined on preparation, presentation, and thoroughness of the
argument.

e The Affirmative side is listed first and the Negative is listed second.

o Dueling Club #1 (Feb. 2): Gryffindor v. Hufflepuff
= The Harry Potter series celebrates ethnic/racial diversity.
o Dueling Club #2 (March 1): Ravenclaw v. Slytherin
= The Harry Potter series teaches Christian values.
o Dueling Club #3 (March 29): Hufflepuff v. Ravenclaw
= Memory Charms should be added to the list of Unforgivable Curses.



e Students should not limit themselves only to the world of Harry
Potter.
o Dueling Club #4 (April 12): Slytherin v. Gryffindor
= |t should be permissible to use an Unforgivable Curse on a Death Eater.
e Students should not limit themselves only to the world of Harry
Potter.

30% OWLs (Analytical Essays 10% x 3)

Due: February 25 (Muggle Parallels — Identity Politics (Sexuality))

March 31 (Healthcare — Law & Punishment)

May 3 by 5:00 PM (Human Rights — Economics)
Students must turn in a 2-3 page, single spaced paper in which they analyze one of the
assigned themes.
Essays must include a thesis statement in the introductory paragraph, three (or more)
paragraphs of evidence supporting the thesis, and a concluding paragraph restating the
thesis and illustrating how it was supported by the essay. (See Blackboard for information
regarding argumentative essays.)
The topic of analysis should be narrow. Readings or class discussion may serve as a
jumping off point for the analysis.
These papers are not intended to summarize a reading/theme.
Students should not simply cite their opinions about something. Rather, they should
support their statements with arguments and/or justifications. For example, “The
targeting of Tom Riddle by the Order of the Phoenix was unjust because the Order had
no legitimate authority to gather evidence, they engaged in outright theft of Riddle’s
belongings, and most of the evidence against him was hearsay.”
Students may use concepts learned in the class to support/augment their arguments.
All information that is not original work of the student must be cited using
Turabian/Chicago Style or APSA citations. Both in-text citations (or footnotes) and a
bibliography at the end of the essay are needed.

15% Wizengamot (Law Presentation)

Using Morris and Carroll’s Law Made Fun Through Harry Potter’s Adventures as a
starting point, groups of students will give a 10-15 minute presentation about a Muggle
law. The presentation will include all of the following that apply: US federal, state, and
local, British, Scottish, international. Students must also present an example of its
(mis)use in Harry Potter, and a real-world example “ripped from the headlines.”
o Each student will only present in one group and the student’s grade will be based
on the group effort in which s/he participated.

10% Daily Prophet (Current Events)

Each House will be responsible for 5 Daily Prophets and different students should present
on different days.

o Each student will only present in one group and the student’s grade will be based

on the group effort in which s/he participated.

Students will be asked to report on (relatively) recent US/local/world events dealing with
the day’s assigned topic of discussion.
Presentation of material should last no longer than 5 minutes, though class discussion of
the event may go on longer.



15% NEWT (Final Paper): May 5 by 5:00 PM

e Paper should be 8(ish) double-spaced pages/one-inch margins/12-point font.

e Students are asked to select one character from the Harry Potter series and discuss at
least three themes from the course as they apply to him/her.

o Example: Rufus Scrimgeour
= Discuss authority to rule, his relationship with the Daily Prophet,
application of wizard law (Dumbledore’s will), subjected to torture, etc.

e Course or outside readings should be properly cited with bibliography; however, ideas
discussed in class need not be cited. Harry Potter books should be cited, but they do not
need to appear in the bibliography.

GRADES

90-100: A 80-89: B 70-79: C 60-69: D <60: F

REQUIRED READINGS:

e Harry Potter series (Books 1-7) should have been read at least once prior to enrollment.
The supplemental books, Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them, Quidditch Through
the Ages, and The Tales of Beedle the Bard are also strongly recommended.

o Inwriting, the books should be referred to by their abbreviations and specific
scenes should be given a chapter number. Abbreviations follow:
= SS: Sorcerer’s Stone
= CS: Chamber of Secrets
= PA: Prisoner of Azkaban
= GoF: Goblet of Fire
= QotP: Order of the Phoenix
= HBP: Half-Blood Prince
= DH: Deathly Hallows

e Barratt, Bethany. 2012. The Politics of Harry Potter. New York: Palgrave MacMillan.

e Reagin, Nancy R., ed. 2011. Harry Potter and History. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley &
Sons, Inc.

e Thomas, Jeffrey E. and Franklin G. Snyder, eds. The Law & Harry Potter. Durham, NC:
Carolina Academic Press.

e Other readings available on Blackboard

GUIDELINES:

1. Late papers: Late papers will be penalized 1 letter grade per day including weekends and
holidays, except in the case of a verified emergency or documented medical excuse. In order for
the penalty for tardiness to be waived, you must contact me before the due date. No exceptions!
| WILL NOT accept papers via e-mail.

2. Academic Integrity: The University expects students to fulfill their academic obligations
through honest and independent effort. Any of the work you do in this course is expected to be
your own and according to university and class rules. Any attempt to gain an advantage not
given to all students is considered dishonest whether or not it is successful. Academic dishonesty
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is considered a serious offense subject to strong disciplinary actions, including but not limited to
failing this course. For additional information, see the Student Code of Conduct at:
http://www.uic.edu/depts/dos/docs/Student%20Disciplinary%20Policy%202011-12%20Final-
1.pdf
e There is NO instance or circumstance in which cutting and pasting from any material into
an assignment is acceptable.
e Citations

o When student is providing a direct quote from a resource, the author, date, and
page number of the quote should be included in the citation. The direct quote
should also be enclosed in parentheses.

o Paraphrasing involves taking an author’s words and putting them into our own
words. Using a thesaurus to change a few words is NOT paraphrasing but may
constitute plagiarism.

o Students should employ the Turabian/Chicago Style or APSA citations in all
work.

3. Special provisions: Students with disabilities who require accommodations for access and
participation in this course must be registered with the Office of Disability Services (ODS).
Please contact ODS at 312-413-2183 (voice) or 312-413-0123 (TTY). Accommodation letters
should be provided to the professor as early in the semester as possible.

4. Grade disputes: Students must wait 24 hours after receiving a grade or graded work before
approaching the professor about the grade. If a student cannot understand the comments on a
paper or exam, s/he may approach the TA for clarification; however, if the student desires to
challenge the grade, all challenges must be made in writing (typed) to the professor more than 24
hours after the grade was received. Students must be able to explain in writing why the grade
deserves to be adjusted. Students should submit the written grade dispute along with the original
graded work to the professor. The professor reserves the right to either raise or lower the grade,
based on her assessment of the material. TAs should not be bothered with grade disputes. “I
worked really hard,” is never a valid justification for a grade to be reassessed.

OTHER STUDENTS IN THE CLASS:

If you have any questions about assignments, deadlines, or other matters in the class, you may
wish to contact other students before contacting the instructor or teaching assistant. Use the
following space to collect information from other students in the class.

(name) (phone #) (e-mail)

(name) (phone #) (e-mail)



READING SCHEDULE:

Week Date Topic Reading PIrDoa;;R/et Assignments
Course
Jan. 12 Introduction/ -Barratt, Ch. 1
' Defense of -Rosenberg
1 Politics in HP
Sorting into
Jan. 14 A;?gu:rilsént All seven HP books
Organization
-Cohen
-Westman Prof.
LT, Muggle -AFjams Floros
2 Parallels “clllodi
- Reagin, Ch. 5 R. Wiz. 1:
Jan. 21 -Reagin, Ch. 6 Dianne Gun Control
-Granger (Ch. 78)
- Barratt, Ch. 2
-Williams & Kellner
Jan. 26 -Thomas & Snyder, | Slytherin 1
pp. 33-47
3 Authority to -Admiraal & Reitsma
Rule -HP Lexicon H. Wiz. 1:
-Red Hen Misconduct of
Jan. 28 -Reagin, Ch. 7 Rave?claw Public
-Love Officials
-Stouffer (Ch. 45)
Dueling Club:
Feb. 2 - Barratt, Ch. 4 Gryffindor v.
4 Hufflepuff
Identity -Goldstein Hufflepuff S. Wiz. 1:
Feb. 4 | Politics: Race -Blake 1 Hate Crimes
-Horne (Ch. 22)
- Lyubansky Gryffindor
Pl -Prinzi 1
s o e G. Wi 1
Feb. 11 C - i Slytherin 2 Lobbying
olonial Park (Ch. 96)
Legacy/Class -Reagin, Ch. 12 '
-Smith
- Reagin, Ch. 11 Ravenclaw
Szl Identity -Schoeffer 2
6 Politics: -Zettel
Gender -Heilman & Donaldson .
Feb. 18 _ Gladstein Hufflepuff R. Wiz. 2: _
2 Innocent Until

-Prinzi




Proven Guilty

(Ch.59)
. H. Wiz. 2:
Identity - Ehnenn :
Feb. 23 Politics: - Gendler Gryﬁ; T SSZirZCuhrfL
7 Sexuality - Pugh & Wallace (Ch. 51)
- Murakami
Feb. 25 Healthcare - Naficy OWL #1 due
-Nature Letter
Dueling Club:
Mar. 1 -Reagin, Ch. 10 Ravenclaw v.
8 Religion & Slytherin
Politics -Gemmill & Nexon
Mar. 3 - Killinger Slytherin 3
-Krause
-Diffendal .
S. Wiz. 2:
Media & -Boughey & Earnest | oo onclaw | Freedom of
Mar. 8 e -Pearlman
Politics _Shafer 3 the Press
¢ -Skeeter &, 1,
-Barratt, Ch. 3, pp. 27-
Mar. 10 30 Huffgepuff
- Stouffer
-Joseph & Wolf .
Mar. 15 Law & -Thomas & Snyder, Gryfgndor
Punishment pp. 3-17
10 G. Wiz. 2:
-Hall Equal
Mar. 17 -Thomas & Snyder, | Slytherin 4 qua
119-127 Protection
PP (Ch. 76)
Spring Break — No Class
- Barratt, Ch. 3, pp.
30-47 Dueling Club:
Mar. 29 -US Bill of Rights Hufflepuff v.
11 -Universal Declaration Ravenclaw
. of Human Rights
Human Rights
Mar. 31 -Thomas & Snyder, Ravenclaw OWL #2 due
pp. 67-90 4
R. Wiz. 3:
April 5 -Thomai(;%irlzder, HuffLepuff Evidence
bp- (Ch. 58)
12 - Barratt, Ch. 3, pp.
. 47-57; Ch. 5 : H. Wiz. 3:
April 7 Mos\/%%aelnts -Patterson Gryf;mdor Death Penalty
-Schulzke (Ch. 64)

-Slack




Dueling Club:
April 12 - Barratt, Chs. 6 & 8 Slytherin v.
Gryffindor
= -Arnold
April 14 War/Terrorism - Rau.hofer Slytherin 5
-Prinzi
Ll Ravenclaw IESrﬁ\é\r“Zéngc:
April 19 -Malinowski, 5 Restri?:tioni,
14 Holewinski, & Schultz (Ch. 98)
April 21 Huff:sepuff
Intelligence/ - Barratt, Ch. 7 GE\;\C(:S'_&
April 26 Spying -Boughey & Earnest Gryffslndor dropping &
15 Wiretapping
(Ch. 49)
- Barratt, Ch. 9
April 28 | Economics -Thomas & Snyder, Michael
pp. 237-260
OWL #3 due
Tues., . ,
in Floros
May 3 .
by 5:00 offl_ce or
' mailbox
Thurs., NEWT due in
May 5 Floros’ office
by 5:00 or mailbox
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