POLS/ COM 467: PUBLI C OPI NI ON AND PQLI TI CAL COVMUNI CATI ON

Spring Senester, 2002
Dr. G aber

The course focuses on the role played by public opinion
in today's Anmerica. It answers questions such as: How is

public opinion fornmed? Wy does it change? How sound are
vari ous opinions? Wi thinks what, about what, and for what
reason? What inpact does public opinion have on Anerican
politics? As you wll discover, there are a variety of
interesting answers to these inportant questions.

The course is divided into three parts. The first five
weeks deal with the nature of public opinion in general, its
substance in the American context in the donestic and foreign
policy areas, and public opinion polling and other
nmeasur enent techniques. This is followed by a study of how a
variety of factors influence the formation of public opinions
and how the dynamcs of this process affect the intensity and
stability of opinions. The final five weeks of the course
deal with the inpact of public opinion on public officials
and on public policies.

The books listed below are required reading for this
course and shoul d be purchased.
1. Herbert Asher, Polling and the Public:Wat Every CGtizen
Shoul d Know. 5" ed.,

Washi ngton, D.C: CQ Press, 2001.
2. Theodore L. dasser and Charles T. Salnon, eds. Public
i nion and the Conmuni cati on

of Consent. New York: Quilford Press, 1995.
3. Doris A Gaber, Processing Politics: Learning from
Television in the | nternet Age.

Chi cago: University of Chicago Press, 2001

4. Lawence R Jacobs & Robert Y. Shapiro. Politicians Don't
Pander: Political Mnipul ation
and the Loss of Denocratic Responsiveness. Chicago:
Uni versity of Chicago Press, 2000.

Additional brief assignnents will be nmade from the follow ng
books:
1. Russell J. Dalton, Gtizen Politics, 2nd ed. Chatham NJ:
Chat ham House, 1996.
2. Carroll J. dynn, Susan Herbst, Garrett J. O Keefe, Robert
Y. Shapiro, Public Qpinion,

Boul der, CO Westview Press, 1999.

OTHER | NFORVATI ON SOURCES (not required):

Public Opinion Quarterly and Journalism Quarterly are usefu

for checking recent research and book reviews. The Gllup
Quinion Index and The Public Perspective nagazine contain
conpi l ati ons and anal yses of recent public opinion polls on
political, social, and economc trends. Public opinion data
also can be retrieved from surveys gathered by the Inter-
University GConsortium for Political and Social Research
(ICPSR), the National Qpinion Research Center (NORC), the Pew




Research Center for the People and the Press, and the
University of Connecticut's Roper Center. Al of these data
and nore are avail able on-1ine.
EXAM NATI ONS AND REPORTS

Exam nations wll be based on lectures and assigned
readings. Since lecture materials differ from readings,
regular class attendance is essential to pass the course.
The first open-book exam nation, on February 5th, will cover
topics 1-5. The second open-book exam nation, on March 12th,
will cover topics 6-10. The third exam nation, on April 23rd,

will cover topics 11-15. Examnations wll count for 60
percent of the grade. In addition, three brief reports, which
will be described in class, count for 40 percent of the
grade. NO LATE REPORTS WLL BE ACCEPTED. d ass attendance and
participation wll also be considered in evaluating your
performance in the course.

G aduate Students will be required to prepare a literature

review (5-10 pages) for a research project dealing wth the
interaction of public opinion and politics in an area chosen
by each student. Details of the project will be discussed in
class during the third week of the course. The reviews are
due by April 2nd (12th week.)
Tentative Tine Schedul e and Readi ng Assi gnnents

Readi ngs shoul d be conpleted by the due date indicated.
C ass discussions will be based on the assunption that you
are famliar with the assignnent. It is therefore essential
that you keep your readi ng up-to-date.

Due Date Topi ¢ and Assi gnnent
Jan. 8 1. The nature and significance of political
conmuni cati on systens.
What is public opinion? Mass and elite publics.
Responsi bl e citizenship.
Read: d asser, Intro & ch. 1, 2.
Jan. 15 2. The context for public opinion polling.
Read: d asser, ch. 3-6.
Jan. 22 3. OQpi ni on  neasur enent techniques and their
successes and fail ures.
Read: Asher, ch. 1-5.
Jan. 29 4. Opinion neasurenent techniques and their
successes and fail ures.
Read: Asher, ch. 6-9; dasser, ch. 18.
First Report due
Feb. 5 5. The substance of public opinions about public
policies
EXAM 1 Read: Jacobs, ch. 9-10; Downl oad poll data.

Feb. 12 6. CQultural, psychological, political and economc
factors in public opinion formation. The
i npact of agents of political socialization.
Read: d asser, ch. 8; G@yn, ch. 4.
Feb. 19 7. Social aspects of opinion formation -- creating
/ mai nt ai ni ng belief systens.
Read: G yn, ch. 5-6, dasser, ch. 16.



Feb. 26 8. Information-processing research; the inpact of
opi ni on change.

Read: Gaber, ch. 1-4; dasser, ch. 9, 10.
March 5 9. Cross pressures in opinion formation. Dealing
with multiple interests.

Read: G aber, ch. 5-7; dasser, ch. 11, 13.

Second Report due

March 12 10. The inpact of mass nedia on opinion formation.
EXAM 2 Read: Jacobs, ch. 5-7.

March 26 11. Consensus and dissensus and their effects on
gover nnent a
per f or mance. The tactics of pr ot est
novenent s.
Read: dasser, <ch. 12, 17; Dalton, ch.4;
Qut si de reading report on
"What Are the Limts to D ssent?"
April 2 12. Linkage of public opinion to governnenta
per f or mance: nodel s
and studi es.
Read: d asser, ch. 7, 14-16.
Graduate Student Literature Review due.
April 9 13. How politicians build public opinion. Is
it denocracy or mani pul ation?
Read: Jacobs, ch. 1-2.
April 16 14. Linkage through |legislative and executive
representation
Read: Jacobs, 3, 4, 8.
Third Report due
April 23 15. Concl usi ons: Does the idea of popul ar

government still nake sense?
EXAM 3 Read: Free choice.
Instructor's office: 1110 BSB. Ofice hours: By

appoi ntnent. E-nail:dgraber @i c. edu.



