Environmental Politics
POLS 300
SPRING 2022
Dr. John Watson 
Email: jwatso3@uic.edu 

Office: BSB 1123/1129
Office Hours: TR 1:45 – 2:45 PM 
Class Hours: TR 12:30 - 1:45 PM
Classroom: BSB 389
CRN: 35680
POLS 300. Symposium on Politics. 3 hours.
Selected problems in politics. Course content and format will vary to adapt to the changing political scene. Course Information: May be repeated to a maximum of 6 hours. Students may register in more than one section per term. Prerequisite(s): Junior or senior standing or consent of the instructor.

I. INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT
The focus of this course is on how the structure of American government impacts environmental policy. Environmental policy is far more complex than the mere sum of partisan political preferences. We will explore how the political manipulation of economics, risk assessment and science determines policy outcomes, and how a clash of values has made environmental problems among the most contentious issues of our time. Research over the last decade has shown that no issue divides the political left and right more than the environment, a division so stark it has been called the “Great Green Divide.”
Threats to the global environment may represent the greatest geopolitical threat our time. The fate of our climate, global fishing stocks and much of the world’s biodiversity will likely be determined in your lifetimes. The public policy facet of this  class centers on providing the student with a distinct policymaking framework through which to discern political decision-making in the executive branch, Congress, the courts, the States, the private sector and, in the case of climate change, international institutions. Among the political topics of interest to be covered are: Tragedy of the commons, race-to-the-bottom, problem definition and issue-framing, free-riding and the logic of collective action, greenwashing, the tyranny of small decisions, environmental justice, market-based solutions and property rights.
II. COURSE FORMAT
Daily course instruction will typically consist of a mix of lecture, class discussion, and occasional film presentations. We will start each class with an environmental news (e-news) update on current environmental events. Students are expected to show up for class prepared to discuss the readings. Students are also expected to take exams on the assigned date unless prior arrangements are made. The first two weeks of instruction will be conducted online using Blackboard Collaborate. Please see below campus face-mask policy:
Face Masks: Masks covering both the mouth and nose must be worn at all times by all students, faculty, and staff while on campus and inside any building regardless of vaccination status.  If you do not wear a mask, you will be asked to leave the classroom and will not be allowed back in class unless or until you wear a mask. If you have forgotten your mask, you may pick one up from one of the student information desks on campus during the first two weeks of campus. Students who do not comply with the mask-wearing policy will be reported to the Dean of Students. Eating and drinking are not allowed in classrooms.”
III. READINGS AND MATERIALS
The Environmental Case: Translating Values into Policy - Fourth Edition, by Judith A. Layzer, (CQ Press, 2015); Third Edition (2012) may suffice as a proxy text
How To Give Up Plastic: A Guide to Changing The World One Plastic Bottle At A Time, by Will McCallum (Penguin Books, 2019)
IV. COMPUTATION OF COURSE GRADE
Mid-term Exam 



25% 

Final 





25% 
Environmental Book Presentation

25%

Attendance/Participation 


25%
Percentage cutoffs for A-B-C-D grades are the classical 90-80-70-60 framework
E-NEWS: We will start each class with current news on the environment. Each student can earn an extra participation credit by offering an informal summary of real time e-news from anywhere in the world. 
EXTRA CREDIT: A letter or email requesting some kind of substantive policy change with an environmental component, such as an email to a restaurant chain requesting the elimination of plastic straws or contacting an oil company to oppose drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

V. ENVIRONMENTAL BOOK PRESENTATIONS
Teams of three students will present reviews of environmentally significant books on pressing problems facing America and the globe. Power-Points are encouraged but not mandatory. Presentations should be a group effort, though division of labor is acceptable. Each presentation will be presented orally to the class and be accompanied by an outline or bullet point. Presentations should be 10-15 minutes in length. A list of books on a variety of pressing environmental policy problems will be posted on Blackboard. 
VI. WEEKLY COURSE SCHEDULE
Abbreviations for interpreting Weekly Course Schedule:

FILM: In-class film
READ: Read indicated chapter in The Environmental Case (TEC) prior to attending lecture
WEEK ONE: 

01/11 (T)

Introduction to the course 
01/13 (R)

LECTURE: Overview of Congress
WEEK TWO: 

01/18 (T)

LECTURE: Overview of the Executive Branch
01/20 (R) 
LECTURE: Overview of the Judiciary
WEEK THREE:
01/25 (T)

Environmental Policymaking
READ: C1 in TEC 
01/27 (R)

The Nation Tackles Pollution
READ: C2 in TEC
WEEK FOUR: 
02/01 (T)

The Tyranny of Small Decisions: One Person’s Impact on the Planet



IN-CLASS FILM: Human Footprint (National Geographic, 2008)
02/03 (R)
The “Plastocene”: The Perils of Plastic Pollution
READ: How To Give Up Plastic: A Guide to Changing The World One Plastic Bottle At A Time, by Will McCallum
WEEK FIVE: 
02/08 (T)
The Anthropocene: How Humans are Changing the nature of Nature
IN-CLASS FILM: Anthropocene: The Human Epoch
02/10 (R)

LECTURE: Endangered Species & The Sixth Extinction
WEEK SIX: 

02/15 (T)

Power of the Status Quo: Federal Grazing Policy 

DB/IN-CLASS FILM: American Patriot (PBS, 2017)
02/17 (R)

Power of the Status Quo: Federal Grazing Policy
READ: C7 in TEC (C6 in 3rd Ed.)

WEEK SEVEN: 
02/22 (T)

Environmental Racism and Justice
DB/IN-CLASS FILM: Come Hell or High Water the Battle for Turkey Creek (2017)
02/24 (R)
LECTURE: Environmental Grab Bag: Greenwashing, Island Biogeography, Market-based Solutions, Fracking, Voluntary Collaboration, Race-to-the-Bottom
WEEK EIGHT:
03/01 (T)

Tragedy of the Commons New England Fisheries



READ: C10 in TEC (C10 in 3rd Ed.)
03/03 (R)

 REVIEW FOR MIDTERM EXAM: Day One through the Grab Bag
WEEK NINE: 
03/08 (T)

MID-TERM EXAMINATION 
03/10 (R)

Hazardous Waste: The Importance of Policy Entrepreneurs



READ: C3 in TEC 
WEEK TEN:
03/15 (T)
Trade vs. The Environment: Dolphins, Turtles and Global Economics

READ: C12 in TEC 3rd Ed. (Chapter not in 4th Ed.)

03/17 (R)

The Ecology of Fear: Trophic Cascades
DB/IN-CLASS FILM: Strange Days on Planet Earth: Predators (National Geographic, 2005)
SPRING BREAK: 
NO CLASSES 03/21 – 03/25

WEEK ELEVEN:
03/29 (T)
Climate Change

IN-CLASS FILM: An Inconvenient Sequel
03/31 (R)
Climate Change

DB/IN-CLASS FILM: Before the Flood (National Geographic, 2016)
WEEK TWELVE:

04/05 (T)
Climate Change: International Policymaking
READ: C12 in TEC (C10 in 3rd Ed.)
04/07 (R)

Invasive Species

DB/IN-CLASS FILM: Strange Days on Planet Earth: Invaders (National Geographic, 2005)
WEEK THIRTEEN:

04/12 (T)

Anti-Environmental Backlash: Wise Use and Property Rights



READ: C13 in 3rd Ed. (Chapter not in 4th Ed.)
04/14 (R)
LECTURE: The Law of Unintended Consequences: The Catastrophe of Palm Oil and Biofuels Legislation 
WEEK FOURTEEN: 

04/19 (T)
BOOK PRESENTATIONS
04/21 (R)

BOOK PRESENTATIONS
WEEK FIFTEEN:


04/26 (T)
Politics, Values, and Environmental Policy Change


READ: C17 in TEC (C18 in 3rd Ed.)
04/28 (R)
REVIEW FOR FINAL EXAM
05/02 - 06
FINAL EXAM: Tragedy of the Commons through C17
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